
Staying in touch with beer, lette
Soldier reaches out
tq family at home
/lJdc~(;(ze
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PLYMOUTH - Arabic beer cans.
A homemade, signed unit flag. And
many, many pictures. These are the
things that U.S. Army Spc. Christo-
pher Tripp of Plymouth is sending
home from the Middle East.
" Tripp, 31 , is ,a National Guards-

man from the 721st I:iiamt~ce
company at Otis Air Force Base on
Cape Cod. He was called to active
service in Febq1ary for the 1l0th
Maintenance , Company from Fort
Devens in Ayer. He then went to
Kuwait before spending the past 21
months in Talil, Iraq.

He told me, 'Don t even look for
it on a map because it's not there.
It' s just tents in the desert ' " said
his wife, Christine, of Talil.

Christopher is a maintenance me-
chanic. When at home, he works
full-time as a civilian as a mechanic
at Otis and is a bouncer at Riptides
restaurant in downtown Plymouth.

In Iraq, his job is more risky than
fixing equIpment on a base.

He goes right out into the- field
and recovers vehicles," Christinesaid. 
Once; these vehicles are recov-

ered and brought to Talil; Christo"
pher and his company work to make
them operable again.

And, of course, they are very care-
ful while they do it.' 

They re in what they/call full bat-
tle rattle, locked and loaded and

ready to go," Christine said,
While her husband is half a world

away,: 'Christine t;ak:es care of tl).e
couple s two young children and 'two
eld~ly relatives.

not one of those
crac~-under-pressure , , ' military

wives '" she ' said , adding that al-
though" it's tough , th~, family' has
been doing OK in her husband' s ab-
sence.

One ofthe things that does make
it easier are the contacts she has
with Christopher. 

Since he s been in Iraq he' can onty
call roughly once a week, and then
perhaps oilly for as little as five min-
utes, ~)\j~~he.tlbesgeilettets from'
him;:andsouYenjrs.
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Thebti~rciifis are~WJ U1th~m;pi;
butshetepi~yM,~:.Muslii1i; praWt '
rugfromKuwmtabctthe signed flag
- and rriariY;'~Y'pi~fur~:'0;"'l'
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Military standing - u. s. Army Specialist Christopher Tripp of Ply-
mouth and Sgt. Gary Plunkett of the New Bedford area hold up Old Glory

in Talil , Iraq, on Memorial Day.

Many of the pictures are of
Christopher and some fellow sol- '
diers posing with the flag on Memo-
rial Day quickly and just for the

picture, 'since prominently display-
ing the flag is forbidden in Iraq.

There are also pictures of the tent
city that is Talil" ofa tent full of mil-
itary weapons, ohows of Blackhawk
helicopters, of Ar~Bie graffiti on a
bunker~al1.

The' letters, gifts and photos help
Christine cope with his absence.

When ldon t hear from him, and
I'II1Jsitting and watching the news , is
when it'syery stressful, she said.

She isrestrictecl in whaGh.~ 
, send back to him ' since things that
might 6ff~Ii4 the Iraqis areeJq)ress-
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cans were nonalcoholiC brew.
She does send him what she can

including food letters and, of
course; flea powder.

There are fleas, and one in every
50 fleas' carries a disease that can
only be treated inWasl1tngton " she
said.
Also legendary are the Iraqispi-ders. 
Aq:ordingto her husband, they

are thesiie of a flattened baseball
~d.tartjwhpseveral feet. Theiibite
doesn hU,ft;but" itdoesi~~~#~ggs
ihtoyo~' body "'::"andtlie-'1i~, ~pi-

, der' babies!qawl. QufwheIit1i~,;~ggs.
hatch.
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j;B~' hates' spIders
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" I'm
sure he $ losingit, Chtistille said.

~hristQphet has;'been in the iriiIi-
tarYfoi'!l yeais:ir1#i.pugQthisi~)1is'" See s'OLDIER PaJ!t747


